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   Report: Cruiser Challenge in Monterey, CA 

  Impressions of CC XVI 
 

by Don Person 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      irst, thanks to Goose and Pat.  They worked hard, obviously cared and arranged a very 

successful event.  Typical weather, Thursday through Sunday, was good. The mornings were 

overcast with moderate winds.  Race day, Saturday, there was less overcast and an almost 

sporting wind. 

On Thursday, I arrived at noon expecting open parking. Wrong!  There were just three car-

trailer spaces in the overflow lot and Dan Phy and I took two of them.  After rigging, launching 

and docking our boats, Goose, Dan, Dave Bacon and I went out and ate at the wharf. 

On Friday, most of the rest of the registrants showed up.  Again, thanks to Goose's 

arrangements, reserved parking was available.  Sharon and David Soule and Phil Marcelis 

helped Goose patrol the spaces, keeping them free of tourists who were too bewildered to pay 

attention to signage.   Goose and some helpers 

spent part of the day finding and repairing a leak 

in ReGale, his heavily modified HMS 18, hull#40. 

Mike Trueman was fighting sciatica and decided 

not to race.  Under azure blue skies, the sailing 
                         (Cruiser Challenge continued on page 10) 

 

Sailing Dates have changed!  Check event schedule
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Kevin Crowderõs Aurora  

http://potter-yachters.org/073115%20Amended%20Potter%20Yachter%202015%20Schedule.pdf
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Otter in Monterey Municipal Marina 

  

By Rob Sampson 
 

Monterey is a magical place.  Where else can you hang around with the 

Potter Yachter Elder Wise Men, and watch marine mammals swim by in a 

National Marine Sanctuary? 
 

The Cruiser Challenge was a great success. Great wind and weather, easy 

course, fun racing and camaraderie. Thanks to the Monterey Peninsula Yacht 

Club, and especially Bob and John who helped with the racing.  Thanks to the 

Monterey Municipal Harbor for getting us slips and parking. Thanks to our corporate sponsors International 

Marine, Sage Marine, Montgomery Boats, Small Craft Advisor, Good Old Boat, TillerCraft, Hyde Sails and 

Spyderco.   The biggest thanks of all goes to óGooseô Gossman for organizing and putting it all together.  

Notable helpers Goose had at the event were parking guards: Dave and Sharon Soule (with canine guards 

Kaylee and Joker) Kevin Crowder, and  Neil Dorf.  Check in, liability waivers, and fee collection: Pat 

Brennan.  Committee boat help:  Dave Bacon, Don Person and Bud Kerner, and Awards MC: Eric Zilbert. 
 

On the horizon, the Scott's Flat Reservoir Camp and Sail is coming up the weekend of August 15. [Low 

water levels have forced plans to change; see page 3.ïEd.]  Scotts Flat is a lake in the Tahoe National Forest 

up the road from Nevada City.  If the Union Valley Reservoir sail was any indication, this one should be 

good too.  Next, on August 22 (note date change 

from calendar) is the Richmond to SF Bay Sail 

(Angel Island or other destination) with Jerry B.  

This can easily be turned into an overnighter by 

reserving a space at The Richmond Marina either 

before or after. Last but not least, on August 29 is 

the Lake Hennessey day sail in Napa County (small 

boats like P15s only). Those who have sailed in the 

past said it was great.  

 

See you on the water,  
Rob                                

 

  

  

     The Commodoreõs Corner 

Aug 15 (Sat-Sun) Scotts Flat Reservoir Overnight (Mark C.) * ALERT: low lake level *   
new site for Potter Yachters; boat launch $15; anchor near campsites but no sleepaboards 

Aug 22 (Sat) Richmond Sail [rescheduled from Aug. 8] (Jerry B.) 
(possible Friday overnight) intermediate depending on weather; day sail to Angel Island or 
San Rafael depending on tide; can be advanced if heading closer to Golden Gate Bridge 

Aug 29 (Sat) Lake Hennessey [rescheduled from June 20] (Don P./Carl S.) 
typically an easy day sail with a picnic at Clipper Cove, although it has been 
intermediate due to wind on occasion; picnic usually ends before wind strengthens 

Sept 12 (Sat) Alameda to Clipper Cove Daysail (Carl S.) 
typically an easy day sail with a picnic at Clipper Cove, although it has been 
intermediate due to wind on occasion; picnic usually ends before wind strengthens 

Sept 26 (Sat-Sun) Tomales Bay Overnight (Eric Z.) 
generally easy; the overnight is spent either anchoring-out off Tomales Beach or in 
the boat pulled up to the beach; parking fills up early; sporadic cellphone service 

Oct 3 (Sat-Sun) Moss Landing to Monterey Overnight (Mike S./Bud K.) 
intermediate to advanced, depending on the weather; again it should be noted that 

most open ocean sails are advanced and not for beginners; overnight at docks 

     Club Events on the Horizon 
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Scotts Flat Lake Directions: 
From hwy 20 heading east, pass the Uren Exit, 
travel 4.2 miles to Historic Five Mile House, 
take a right on Scottôs Flat Road. 
Travel down this road for 4.0 miles to the camp entrance 
gate at the intersection of Casci & Scott Flat Roads. 
We have reserved sites #ôs 239, 236 and 234. 
 

 Participation in Potter Yachter events is subject to the guidelines published in March 2015 PYN, page 4.  

Upcoming: Friday/Saturday, Aug 14/15, 2015 

Scotts Flat Lake ï Potter Yachtersô Family Sail & Overnight 
  Sail Host: Mark Conry 

If youôre feeling like youôd 

rather be sailing in cooler 

temperatures in a nearby 

mountain lake, then itôs time to 

mark your calendar for joining 

us at Scotts Flat Reservoir/Lake. 

Just beyond Nevada City on CA 

Highway 20, Scotts Flat Lake is 

located at an elevation of 3,000 feet 

offering cooler breezes and shade 

among the pines.  We have reserved 

three campsites near the water that 

can accommodate up 8 people per 

campsite or 24 people total.  Known 

for ñreliableò afternoon winds, Scotts Flat Lake was host to the Catalina 22 Nationals a few years ago.  The boat 

launch area is ideal for setting up our Potters and the ramp is a gradual slope to the water.  We are allowed to 

anchor off the shore from our campsites, but no overnighting on the boats is permitted.  Facilities also include Hot 

Showers, Playground for the kiddies, Gas Dock, Store, Ice and Mooring.  For any fisher-persons in our club, the 

lake is home to the fighting Rainbow Trout, Small and Large Mouth Black Bass, Brown Trout and Kokanee. 

A privately owned facility, Scotts Flat Lake Recreation Area is an ideal headquarters for a complete vacation 

and family fun. Modern RV and trailer sites, hot showers, attractive tent sites and RV sanitary dump stations are 

all available. Complete boating facilities are featured including concrete boat launching ramp, buoy moorings, 

and gas and oil. Open land boat and trailer storage space is also available. Saturday night is Kidôs night with kid 

friendly movies playing! There are also plenty of hiking and biking trails nearby! 

Nearby Nevada City and Grass Valley offer unique shopping among restored gold rush era surroundings.  For 

those wanting food experiences beyond the campfire, Historic Five Mile House is just up the road from the lake 

and serves ñRoad house food from around the world.ò  

You can check out their menu at theold5milehouse.com 

(reservations: 530.265.5155).  

For questions contact your fellow Potter Yachter, 

Mark Conry at 530.513.7908 or mconry3@gmail.com.  

Looking forward to seeing you in the pines!  
 

 

BREAKING NEWS:  [This sail is cancelled as an official club 

event due to low lake levels and lack of dock at the boat ramp. At press 

time, P15s can launch but maybe not P19s.  Mark and David White, with 

their wives, will still be at the campsite on Fri/Sat ï with the Wee Boat Bar.  

Contact Mark 530.513.7908 or David 916.965.8480 or see TSBB ïEd.] 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Scotts+Flat+Reservoir,+California+95959/@39.2822896,-120.9229936,550m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x809b77f3903d430b:0xd1fd459741f8186c
http://www.theold5milehouse.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Scotts+Flat+Reservoir,+California+95959/@39.2822896,-120.9229936,550m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x809b77f3903d430b:0xd1fd459741f8186c
http://potter-yachters.org/members/2015_03.pdf
http://nidwater.com/recreation/
http://www.theold5milehouse.com/
mailto:mconry3@gmail.com?subject=Scotts%20Flat%20Potter%20Yachter%20Sail
http://forum.trailersailor.com/post_gb.php?id=1413757#1413757
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Bruce McDevitt and Don Person Sunday Sunrise.  Don Person, Neil Dorf, Dick Herman, Jim Smith. 

The boat beach was only about 50 yards from the camp. 

Photo by Don Person  

   Report: Union Valley Reservoir 

  The Campsail Was A Huge Success! 
 

by David White 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           

 
               he event was attended by 24 people, 4 dogs, and 14 boats.  Everyone had a good 

time and the majority feels that the event should be on next year's calendar.  The wind gods 

were miserly, but when the light wind did blow, it made for pleasant sailing.  It was certainly 

not white-knuckle sailing.  The weather for the first two nights wasnôt cold enough to require a 

campfire, but it added a comfortable ambience to the gathering.  The campgrounds were clean 

T 
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Photo inset by Neil Dorf  

Dan Phy takes his coffee with some serenity. 

Photo by Don Person  

David and Cheryl White, Dick Herman, Dan Phy, 
Rob Sampson (and Winnie), and Judy Person 

Top: the Soules are thinking of names for their trimaran. 
Below: JP on Rio and David White on Wee Boat 

 

Photo by Don Person  

and roomy, and shade was abundant. 

 Jim Smith (P19, Ramblinô Rose) and 

my family (P19, Wee Boat) arrived on 

Thursday and took over three campsites 

side-by-side, making for a large "group" 

campsite.  That worked out quite nicely 

for gathering the Potter "clan" for 

morning, afternoon and evening chats and 

story-telling.

Everyone else arrived over Friday and 

Saturday.  Sharon & Dave Soule showed 

up in a trimaran!  (They're taking 

suggestions for a name.)   Dan Phy 

brought his trusty Monty 15, Six.  Dick 

Herman came with Klompen, his 

SCAMP, hull #1.  Al Gastoni & Ralph 

Carlisle brought a Holder 17.  Danny 

Ward was in a P14.  Don & Judy Person 

showed up with their P15, the venerable 

Sarah Anne.  Rob Sampson chose the P14 

from his multitude of boats.  Neil & Becky 

Dorf were in Two-Can, a Montgomery 15.  

Bruce McDevitt sailed his P15 with the 

colorful rainbow sails, Fungi. 

Bud & Bobbi Kerner had Cat's Meow 

with them, a P19.  Gerry Nolan brought his 

new-to-him P15, and JP Bouquet had his 

P15, Rio.          continued on next page 
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Judy & Don Person enjoying the ambiance of the fire. 

David Whiteôs Camp Kitchen 
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Dick & Don solving the world's problems (in a portable conference room) 
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JP Bouquet snapping photos from Rio 

from left: Al & Ralph, Danny Ward, 
Bruce McDevitt, Dick Herman 

(photos by Don Person) 

It was a widely varied crowd, with equally different approaches to 

the campsail.  Some of the attendees camped in tents, a few anchored 

out & slept on their boats, and a couple slept in their RVs. 

   The potluck on Saturday was fantastic; lots to eat and all delicious.  

Thanks to everyone for contributing.   


