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The Officer’s ClubThe Officer’s ClubThe Officer’s ClubThe Officer’s Club    

Commodore: 
Carl Sundholm  
750 Menlo Ave, #100  
 Menlo Park, CA 94025  
Cell: (408) 858-7057  
sundholm@att.net 
P-19 Dagmar 

Vice Commodore: 
Rich Mc Devitt  
11595 Manzanita Lane  
Dublin, CA 95346  
ViceCommodore@potter-yachters.org 
P-15 #2531, Minnow 

P19 Fleet Captain: 
Eric Zilbert  
806 Hudson St.EZilbert@cde.ca.gov  
Davis, Ca 95616  
Phone: (530) 757-6783  
ezilbert@cde.ca.gov 
P-19 #629 Riptide 

P-15 Fleet Captain: 
Don Person 
1651 Rambelwood Way 
Pleasanton, CA. 94566 
P15captain@potter-yachters.org 
P-15, #2472, Sarah Anne 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Pat Brennan 
1305 Webster St. #C205 
Alameda, CA 94501 
(510) 769-1246 
Secretary@potter-yachters.org 
P-15 #621, Eaglet 

Education Captain:  
Dave Bacon  
1043 Rio Vista Drive  
Pacifica, CA 94044  
BaconEgg@earthlink.net 
P-15, #2636, Ah Tiller the Fun 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jerry Kergan 
1815-B Wildbrook Ct. 
Concord, CA 94521 
Cell: (925) 497-3033 
jerrykergan@gmail.com 
P-15 #2357, Lazy Ka                                      

Webmaster: 
        Mike Westfield 
        Webmaster@potter-yachters.org 

Cruser Challenge Coordinator  

Jim “Goose” Gosman 

865 West I Street 

Benicia, CA 94510 

(925) 820 0800 
micgoose@aol.com 
P-14 Targa:  Gale 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON: 

May 18-19 (SAT-SUN) 
DELTA SAIL OVERNIGHT (Jerry Barrilleaux)  

June 1 (SAT-Sun) 
WOODWARD OVERNIGHT (Katie Taylor/Rich McDevitt) 

June 15 (SAT)  
LAKE HENNESSEY “WINE COUNTRY” SAIL (Don Person)  

June 29 (SAT)  
NEW SPICER MEADOWS RESERVIOR OVERNIGHT (Kevin Crowder) 

SoCal Potter Events  
May 18th - Marina Del Rey 
June 22nd & 23rd - Mission Bay 

West Wight Potter 19, including cutting edge sail plans, and 

comparing   the Classic West Wight Potter 

19, with the International Marine’s Voyager 

19 with the West Wight Potter 19 Sport 

model that she is presently constructing.  

We are privileged to have such luminaries 

as Dr. Judy B. among us, and are grateful 

for her many continuing contributions to 

making this a better and more interesting 

world to sail in.  

On March 10, 2013, Harry Gordon, our 

Fearless Leader of slough exploration in 

the South Bay, gathered his fellow adventurers for a first time 

Potter Yachter sail from Redwood City to Newark Slough, just 

south of the Dumbarton Bridge.   While the weather was superb, 

my attempt to make the sail over with Dagmar and Katie Taylor 

The annual meeting in January was one of the 

most memorable I have experienced so far.  We 

all came together with the sad news of our Founder 

Dory Taylor’s passing.  Jerry Barrilleaux gave a very moving 

eulogy that celebrated who Dory was and what he meant to us.  

Dory was a wonderful man and deserves our eternal respect and 

thanks for all he has done for us.  Our hearts go out to Katie 

Taylor, whose sense of loss and grief is far more personal than 

ours.  Just days before Dory’s passing, I spoke with him about 

the new Commodore’s Trophy to be introduced at our annual 

meeting and he glowed with approval.  His name is on the trophy 

both as Founder and Commodore of the Potter Yachters. 

On March 2, 2013 at the Oakland Yacht Club, Dr. Judy Blum-

horst gave a simply dazzling lecture on improvements to the 

The Commodore’s Log 
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was thwarted by my infamously unreliable motor dying repeatedly and 

belching white smoke.  So we had a mid-channel transfer of crew (Katie) to Dave Kautz on Tilly Lucy for the voyage.  After tailoring 

Dagmar back at the boatyard, I was able to drive over to Newark Slough and congratulate the triumphant Harry Gordon and company 

as they arrived at their destination.  After lunch, Rob Sampson offered to let me ride along for the return voyage.   We took many pho-

tos (Katie’s were the best) of the wildlife and historic structures along the slough and were treated to watching a spectacular view of 

naval warfare between the Hawaiian Chieftain and the Lady Washington. 

And then on March 16, 2013, there was the St. Patrick’s Day sail to the wreck of the old U.S.S. Thompson for anchoring out, rafting 

up, and a picnicking .  Calm conditions suddenly changed after lunch and there was a wild ride on the sail back to Redwood  City.  A 

really fine dinner and St. Patrick’s Day show followed at Sequoia Yacht Club, which was arranged by Dave Kautz.  Thanks to the Se-

quoia Yacht Club and to Dave for setting it up. 

The Potter Yachters are off to a fine start on this 2013 sailing season, and we have many more special sail events on the horizon  the 

April 13th Oakland Estuary Sail and Strictly Sail Boat Show at Jack London Square, the April 20th Benicia Sail, the May 4th Monterey 

Sail and the May 18th Delta Overnight Sail with Jerry Barrilleaux.  Plenty of fun events to look forward to.   

See you all out on the water! 

Carl 

(Commodore’s Log.: continued from page 2) 

(Photo-Essay continued on page 4) 
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6 Bridges Delta Sail 

By Bud Kerner 

We had 17 boats participate in the sail. Folks came from 

as far away as Nevada. Even the Coasties from Fort 

Bragg, and Brad Evans from Redding were there. There 

were 16 sailboats and Rob Samson brought his tug the 

“Mud Hen”. 

Seven boats launched on Friday and stayed overnight at 

the Delta Marina in Rio Vista. After launching Jim Kirwin 

and Dan Phy took off down the river in Jim’s Monty 15, but soon ran out of wind and came back to join the 

rest of the group who were enjoying happy hour in the Point Restaurant at the marina. 

Saturday morning was warm and sunny with very 

little wind. The target was to start at 9:30 AM 

since we had over 20 nautical miles to cover. 

What was unusual for us, was that we were all on 

the water by 9:30. The above picture shows some 

of the boats readying themselves  for the dash un-

der the Rio Vista Bridge. I radioed the bridge and 

asked them to lift it so we could come thru. 

Here comes 15 sailboats and one tug. You can tell 

by the water we had the beginnings of a breeze. 

We were able to sail from Rio Vista up the Sacra-

mento River to the Isleton Bridge. 

The bridge tenders like you to have your engines 

running while going under the bridges. This is to minimize the amount of  time they hold up traffic. We all 

started our engines to go under the Isleton Bridge, and didn’t turn them off until we reached the Ox Bow Ma-

rina. There was a slight breeze on 

our nose and it was light enough it 

didn’t pay to try and sail, so we 

motored sailed. We were riding a 

flood tide which helped. 

The Isleton Bridge was the last 

bridge to go under on the Sacra-

mento River. The next bridge was 

the Georgiana Slough Bridge in 

Walnut Grove. I was on the wrong 

Photo by Rob Samson  

One more make-up article Remaining unpublished from last year is Bud Kerner’s report on his 6 Bridges sail. This 

years repeat is scheduled for October 26-27 —Ed. 

6 Bridges continued on page 6) 
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channel when I radioed the bridge for permission to come 

thru. When I finally figured out my mistake the bridge tender 

was standing on the bridge looking at us. The area of water 

around the bridge is quite small, so it was exciting having 17 

boats jockey around waiting for the bridge to open. Rob 

yelled up to the bridge tender from the Mud Hen and he 

opened the bridge. 

The last bridge of the day, was the Tyler Island swing bridge. 

When I radioed the bridge tender he sounded excited to have 

so many sailboats coming thru. He came out of his office and 

communicated with me, using a handheld radio, as we passed 

thru. He wanted to know where we came from 

and where we were going. The Georgiana 

Slough is a protected slough. That means there 

is a speed limit of 5MPH, and very little power 

boat traffic. While there was no wind the lei-

surely trip down the slough to the Ox Bow Ma-

rina was very enjoyable. 

Traveling this slough gives you a real feel for 

the Delta. 

Ox Bow Marina is a full service marina, and is 

one of the cleanest I have ever stayed at. The 

folks at the marina were very helpful and 

friendly. They provided us with a gas barbeque 

to cook our hotdogs and keep the chili hot. To 

show how organized they are, there was a second tank 

of propane there just in case we ran out. Inline image 1 

 Sunday morning we enjoyed a complimentary brunch at 

their club house. 

OX Bow Marina 

While it took up most of the day to get from Rio Vista to 

the Ox Bow Marina by sail, my wife Bobbi, by car, took 

only 20 minutes. She brought the hot dogs, homemade 

chili, condiments, etc.. 

The flotilla left Ox Bow for the short trip down the 

slough to the Mokelumne River. It was here we encoun-

tered our first water hyacinth. This is a floating plant 

that is native to Florida, but loves our waters here in 
6 Bridges continued on page 7) 
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California. There is so much of it that it is plugging up Delta waterways. For the rest of the trip until we got 

back to the Sacramento River we were dodging this plant. 

Don hiding in the hyacinth 

The Mokelumne River Bridge was the next to last bridge we would go thru. The bridge tender came out of her 

office and was taking pictures of us as we sailed thru. 

From the Mokelumne River we entered the San Joaquin River, and here the water hyacinth was really bad. 

From a distance it looked like the river was blocked. 

When I am costal cruising I plan how far I 

have to go in a day to find shelter for the 

night and then I use 3 knots as goal for 

average speed. That determines how early 

I have to leave to make it to my next an-

chorage before dark. If there is wind I sail. 

If I can not maintain a 3 knot average I 

motor sail. Well, these Potter guys were 

real lead foots, they were going at least 4 

knots if not more. I am telling you all this 

as an excuse of why I ran out of gas.   

“I have known Bud for 55 years, and he is 

always running out of gas, Bobbi” 

Most of the boats were near the entrance 

to Three Mile Slough, which was the last 

slough of our trip. I was bringing up the 

rear when my motor quit. I quickly determined I was out of gas and radioed for help, and Goose with his 15 

horses came to the rescue. He brought me Brad’s gas tank which has a hand pump. I pumped in what I thought 

would be enough gas, and Goose left me another small gas tank, just in case. We had the tide against us going 

thru the last slough. When we neared the Three Mile Slough Bridge which was our last bridge of the sail, it 

took quite an effort to make headway. As our boats came in view of the bridge there was a sailboat on the 

other side who asked for the bridge to be raised. So, the bridge was raised long before our boats were in a posi-

tion to go under. The bridge tender kept the bridge up for at least 20 minutes. This bridge is on Route 160, and 

on a Sunday afternoon is heavily travelled. I bet there was quite a backup of cars. 

You can just see Harry Gordon going under the bridge, as it was lowering. That is David White in “Wee Boat” 

just ahead of Harry. Goose is in the foreground, we were the last four boats out of Three Mile Slough. 

A short sail up the Sacramento River and we were back in Rio Vista. 

From the feedback I think everyone had a good time. Next year, maybe? 
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Host Jerry will be arriving at B&W 

around 7:30 AM with Judy B.  

Try to have all the boats in the water 

by 9 AM so we can have a parade 

through the Draw Bridge. 

There are a few coming up on Friday 

and staying at the B&W guest dock.  

Delta Sail 2013Delta Sail 2013Delta Sail 2013Delta Sail 2013    
Host: Jerry Barrilleaux  

When: Saturday, May 18th—Sunday, May 19 

9:00 AM Launch Time 

Where:  

B&W Resort, 964 Brannan Island Road , Isleton, CA 95641  

Fees:  

Sailboat Launch $15.00 

overnight Leave Car & Trailer $5.00 

Distance:  B&W to Spindrift: 6 miles.  

Phone #s:  

 

  

Host, Jerry Barrilleaux . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cell:  (925) 685-4577 

B&W Marina   . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . (916) 777-6161 

Tides for Terminous, South Fork starting with May 18 

Day        High      Tide     Height     Sunrise    Moon  Time      

Moon          /Low      Time       Feet       Sunset                                    

Visible 

Sa  18     High   1:26 AM     2.7   5:53 AM     Set  1:41 AM   

    18      Low   7:28 AM     0.9   8:13 PM    Rise  1:27 PM 

    18     High  12:12 PM     2.3 

    18      Low   7:20 PM     0.2 

Su  19     High   2:06 AM     2.8   5:52 AM     Set  2:13 AM   

    19      Low   8:38 AM     0.6   8:13 PM    Rise  2:28 PM 

    19     High   1:43 PM     2.2 

    19      Low   8:10 PM     0.3 
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West Wight Potters Wonderful Wood-

ward Weekend 

Camping on the shore, fresh water, fresh 

wind, warm air, great sailing, pot lucks, 

campfires, and enough BS to fertilize the San 

Joaquin Valley, that’s what you’ll find at 

Woodward Reservoir June 1 and 2.  On a 

cold year we’ve had 10 boats and in warmer 

years over 20, so get there early either way 

so you can squeeze the most fun out of the 

weekend. 

Planning water activities for Potter Yachters 

is risky; they just don’t always behave in tra-

ditional fashion.  So as prep for Cruiser Chal-

lenge we hope to have some poorly planned 

pre race start practice.  The interested parties 

will receive some sketchy shore side instruc-

tions while lots of background chatter takes place making it near impossible to pay attention and focus.  See, I planned it 

to be real similar to Monterey so in a couple months you won’t be so stressed out when you didn’t hear all the instruc-

tions.  Practice failing to listen to instructions and then practice confusing start sequences, it’s absolutely perfect for us 

because after all that you can take a nice leisurely sail around Woodward or return to the beach and tell everyone how 

you kicked a@#!   

If you are interested in trade wind sailing in fresh water, Woodward is the place to pretend you found it.  Find your way 

to the central valley around Manteca highway 99 and exit  highway 120 east and travel about 17 miles east of Manteca 

when you turn north onto 26 Mile Road for 3.5 miles and you’ll see the park entrance.  More info can be found at http://

www.co.stanislaus.ca.us/er/parks/pdf/reservoirsbrochure.pdf page 2.  The Zebra/Quagga Mussel program is in place here 

so pay attention to this; it’s new this year at Woodward and will require a “self certification” document to be placed in 

your car to avoid acitation. http://www.co.stanislaus.ca.us/er/parks/pdf/zebra-quagga-mussel-prevention.pdf  A dry boat 

is a good boat with current CA lake launching regulations.  The fee schedule looks like a property tax statement and 

every year at campfire I hear about deals.  So, senior citizens, disabled, POW’s, make sure you bust ‘em for a discount at 

the gate, you’ve earned it.  Looks to me to be about $35 or so for Sat-Sun with a boat. 

We hope to camp by Pelican Cove, area T on the newer maps (same place we’ve been haunting for the past decade +).  If 

anyone is available to 

show up earlier and 

save space it will help.  

Things to bring to 

Woodward, shade, fire-

wood, something for a 

pot luck Saturday night, 

bug juice, water toys 

(canoes, sailboards, 

kids, bathtubs with 

masts, etc.).  Hope to 

see you there. 

Rich  McDevitt 

Woodward Reservoir OvernightWoodward Reservoir OvernightWoodward Reservoir OvernightWoodward Reservoir Overnight    
Host: Rich McDevitt 

When: Saturday, June 1st—Sunday, June 2nd 

Launch Time: All Day Long! 

Where: Redwood City Marina. 

Fees: See Text (Rich’s Recap) or Page 13 

Meals: Saturday Pot-Luck.  

Sailing Distance:  As much as you can! 

Phone #s:  

 

 

  

Host, Rich McDevitt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cell:  (925) 719-4284 

Woodward Reservoir   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (209) 847-3304 

(continued page 9) 
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The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and in-
formation among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht) 
sailors.  But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of ama-
teurs finding our way by trial and error and luck.   

You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the 
Potter Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but 
you may also find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that 
just don’t work for your particular boat, your sailing environ-
ment, your level of sailing experience, or your boat-working 
skills.  So please understand that any sailing tutorials, suggested 
boat modifications, recommended cruises, etc., are the opinion of 
the author, based presumably on his or her personal experience 
and judgment at the time the article or letter was written. 

If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to 
the newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest 
of you in the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large 
portion of your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opin-
ion before undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique 
you read about in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication)  
- The Editor 

With a Grain of  SaltWith a Grain of  SaltWith a Grain of  SaltWith a Grain of  Salt    

 

Patrick Brennan 

1305 Webster St., C205 

Alameda, CA 94501 
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